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What Americans Think 
About Alcohol

2019 Survey of U.S. Adults
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Methodology 

+ 1,003 online interviews conducted nationally with adults ages 21 and older.

+ The confidence interval associated with this sample is + 3.5%.

+ Quotas were set to ensure interviews were distributed proportionally 
throughout the nation. The sample is demographically representative of 
adults age 21 and older.

+ Interviews conducted March 12-18, 2019.

+ Trend data from previous surveys conducted among U.S. adults dating back 
to 2008.
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Americans Continue to 
Support State 

Regulation of Alcohol
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For each of the following statements about alcohol and related issues, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or 
strongly disagree.

92% 88% 89% 86%

2010 2012 2017 2019

Total Agree

It is very important to keep the alcohol industry regulated.

Agreement is still very high that alcohol is a product 
that needs  to be regulated.
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For each of the following statements about alcohol and related issues, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or 
strongly disagree.

81% 82%

2017 2019

Total Agree

Since alcohol is different than other consumer products, it needs a different set of rules 
and the state should be regulating it. 

More than 8 in 10 agree that alcohol is different than other 
products, and therefore should be regulated differently.
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70%
79% 77% 81% 79% 81% 84% 83%

2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015* 2017 2019

Total Support

Support for Individual States Setting Their Own Alcohol Sales Laws

*2015 language: Do you support or oppose the right of individual states to set their 
own laws and regulations surrounding the manufacture, distribution and sale of 
alcohol?

In general, do you support or oppose the right of individual states to set their own laws and regulations surrounding the sale of alcohol, meaning beer, wine and liquor?

Support also remains overwhelming for individual state regulation 
of alcohol.
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Americans Want 
Alcohol Laws to 

Prioritize Health and 
Safety
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66%

64%

62%

57%

42%

41%

41%

27%

90%

88%

87%

85%

78%

74%

71%

46%
Taking a step back, the following list is issues some people say are problems in the country. For each one, please indicate how big a problem you think it is.

Extremely Serious Extremely/Very Serious

Driving under the influence of alcohol

Illegal drug abuse

Prescription drug abuse

Driving under the influence of drugs

High risk drinking on college campuses

Binge drinking

Underage drinking 

Marijuana abuse

Drunk driving is seen as the most serious alcohol-related problem. 
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The following is a list of concerns some people say that lawmakers should consider when setting alcohol regulations. Using a scale of 0 to 10, please indicate how important each of these considerations should 
be when deciding alcohol regulations: 10 is very important, 0 is not at all important and 5 is a neutral rating.

78%

70%

64%

57%

52%

48%

36%

25%

22%

%8-10
Mean

Reducing drunk driving

Protecting health and public safety

Reducing underage drinking

Encouraging moderation

Creating more jobs

Increasing economic development

Giving consumers more choices

Lowering prices for alcohol

Allowing more businesses to produce and sell 
alcoholic products

8.6

8.2

7.7

7.5

7.3

7.0

6.2

5.1

5.4

Health and safety issues top what Americans say lawmakers should 
prioritize in crafting alcohol regulations.
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For each of the following statements about alcohol and related issues, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or 
strongly disagree.

89%
76% 76%

2012 2017 2019

Total Agree

All alcohol sold in my state should come through a licensed system which effectively tracks 
the steps it takes from the producer to the consumer.

More than three-quarters agree that alcohol sold should come 
through a licensed system for tracking.
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For each of the following statements about alcohol and related issues, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or 
strongly disagree.

I trust that alcoholic beverages such as beer, wine and liquor sold in 
stores and restaurants in my state can be consumed safely, meaning 

they are not tainted or counterfeit.

87%
Agree

There is high confidence in the safety of alcohol products sold in 
their state.
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There are a number of proposals to address how alcohol could be regulated. For each one, please indicate whether you support or oppose that proposal.

Requiring those who sell or distribute beer, wine and alcohol to be a resident of their 
state in order to obtain a license

Total Support 77%

Total Oppose 23%
38% Strongly 

Support

39%
Somewhat 

Support
17%

Somewhat 
Oppose

6% Strongly 
Oppose

^Asked of N=945

A wide majority support requiring license holders to be a resident 
of their respective state.
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Americans are Satisfied 
with Current Alcohol 
Regulations in Their 

State
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I’d like you to think about the existing system for purchasing alcohol in your state. How satisfied are you with the current system?

81% 82%

19% 18%

2017 2019
Total Satisfied Total Dissatisfied

33% Very 
Satisfied

38% Very 
Satisfied

Four-in-five continue to be satisfied with the existing system for 
alcohol in their respective states; more are very satisfied.
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9% 12%

63% 64%

15% 14%13% 10%

2017 2019

Too Lenient About Right Too Restrictive Don't Know

Do you think that current alcohol regulations in your state are…

Lenient/About Right 72%

Restrictive 15%

Lenient/About Right 76%

Restrictive 14%

Very few say that their state has too restrictive alcohol laws, with 
solid majorities saying they are just right.
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88% 87%

12% 13%

2017 2019

Total Satisfied Total Dissatisfied

45% 
Very 

Satisfied

Thinking about the selection of alcoholic products in your community, when it comes to the variety of alcohol 
products you have available to you, would you say that you are…

49% 
Very 

Satisfied

Nearly 9 out of 10 are satisfied with the variety of alcohol products 
available.
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+11%

Do you think that number of places where alcohol can be purchased in your 
community is…

22% 19%

68% 70%

11% 11%

2017 2019
Too Many Just Right Not Enough

+8%

Satisfaction is also high with the number of places alcohol can be 
purchased. 
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The Three-Tier System 
is Viewed Very 

Positively 
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As you may know, most states in the 
U.S. have regulations requiring that 

producers of alcohol sell their 
products to licensed local 

independent distributors, who then 
sell the alcohol to individual retailers 

such as bars, grocery, liquor, and 
packaged goods stores.

75%

25%

2019

Total Support Total Oppose

Thinking about this, do you support or oppose the rights of individual states to set their own laws and regulations that require alcohol to be sold under this system?

26%
Strongly

We provided a brief explanation of the current three-tier alcohol 
regulation system, and then asked about individual states regulating 

alcohol. 
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Thinking about this, do you support or oppose the rights of individual states to set their own laws and regulations that require alcohol to be sold under this system?

62%
75% 76% 76%

69%
76% 81%

75%

2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2017 2019

Total Support

Support for Individual States Setting Their Own Alcohol Sales Laws Under System

Support for states regulating through a three-tier system has been 
consistent over the past decade.
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And if the number of places selling alcohol in a community increases, do you think that is likely to…

Would you say that this system is generally…

Not Working Well 25% 25%

Working Well 75% 75%

2017 2019

Three-quarters agree that the three-tier system works well.
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Which of the following statements do you agree with more? Please choose one even if neither matches exactly what you think.

Opinion on System That Separates Producers, 
Distributors, and Retailers

Other people say that having a system that separates producers, 
distributors, and retailers is an outdated system set up after 
prohibition. In an internet age, brewers, vineyards and distillers 
shouldn’t need middle men, and this keeps alcohol prices higher 
than they would be if there were more direct sales.

34% 36%

Some people say that having a system that separates producers, 
distributors, and retailers is good because it prevents big 
companies from creating a monopoly, pushing out smaller 
producers like craft brewers, local wineries and craft distillers and 
ensures there are strong safeguards over how alcohol beverages 
are handled at every step in the system.

66% 64%

2017 2019

About two-thirds still side with the reasoning behind the tiered 
system over an argument against it.
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Attitudes on 
Marijuana
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66%

64%

62%

57%

42%

41%

41%

27%

90%

88%

87%

85%

78%

74%

71%

46%
Taking a step back, the following list is issues some people say are problems in the country. For each one, please indicate how big a problem you think it is.

Extremely Serious Extremely/Very Serious

Driving under the influence of alcohol

Illegal drug abuse

Prescription drug abuse

Driving under the influence of drugs

High risk drinking on college campuses

Binge drinking

Underage drinking 

Marijuana abuse

Marijuana abuse is seen as much less of a problem than other types 
of drugs, including prescription medicines.
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Taking a step back, the following list is issues some people say are problems in the country. For each one, please indicate how big a problem you think it is: Marijuana Abuse

Extremely Serious Extremely/Very Serious

Adult Use States

Medical Use States

No Marijuana States

Marijuana abuse is seen as less of a problem in states which allow 
legal sales.

23%

27%

29%

44%

43%

51%
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A small minority in legal states say they have purchased marijuana, 
with age the greatest predictor of purchasing.

Have 
Purchased

Have Not 
Purchased

Total 15% 85%

Age

21-34 22% 78%

35-44 19% 81%

45-54 19% 81%

55-64 12% 88%

65+ 4% 96% ^Only asked of those in legal states. N=679
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For each of the following statements about alcohol and related issues, please indicate if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or 
strongly disagree.

There should be federal oversight of marijuana to ensure public 
safety as more states legalize its use. 

More than two-thirds say that there should be federal oversight of 
marijuana. 

68%

32%

2019

Total Agree Total Disagree

35% Strongly 11% Strongly
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And do you think that when compared to alcohol, marijuana should be...

31%

51%

18%

More Strictly Regulated Regulated the Same as Alcohol
Less Strictly Regulated

Most say that marijuana should be regulated the same as alcohol.

More
Strictly

Same
Less 

Strictly

Conservative 46% 39% 15%

Moderate 27% 56% 17%

Liberal 19% 59% 22%

Adult Use 
States

24% 62% 14%

Medical Use 
States

32% 50% 18%

Not Legal 
States

34% 45% 21%
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Questions?
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Lori Weigel
Principal

lori@newbridgestrategy.com
303.324.7655
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